Sermon for Christ the King Sunday, 20 November 2022
Saint Luke/San Lucas Episcopal, Vancouver
Jeremiah 23:1-6; Psalm 46; Colossians 1:11-20; Luke 23:33-43

O Lord God,

May the words | speak be those You want spoken,
May the words we hear be those You want heard,
May the lives we live be to Your glory.

Amen’

Today we celebrate both Christ-the-King Sunday, and in-gathering Sunday. Our
readings are about Jesus as the Christ, the Messiah, and we also celebrate the
generosity of the community and start our planning for the next year. We'll consider
both, but let’s begin with Christ-the-King.

What do we think of, what do we picture, when we hear that Christ is King? Power?
Glory? Liberator? Ruler of all? Common views of princely power. And we are not alone.
The disciples also had visions of power and glory, for Jesus and for themselves.
Remember the conversation, or should | say fight, about who gets to sit on Christ’s right
hand when he rules the earth? Not one of the disciples’ better moments!

The disciples’ natural frame of reference for kings, for rulers, could have been the
Caesar, the head of the Roman empire of the time. A person who lived a luxurious life,
surrounded by wealth. A person worshiped as a god.

The other example of their time were the Herodian kings, who ruled under the authority
of the Roman Empire, and were in charge of the area in which the disciples and Jesus
lived. These kings were known for their building projects, their massive palaces and
amphitheaters, their aqueducts and roads. For their heavy tax burden. For their brutal
treatment of any who disagreed with or challenged them. Once again, individuals who
used their position and wealth to maintain a tight hold on power.

And that’s what the disciples, the followers of Jesus were picturing, what they wanted.
That's what they were looking for when they called for a Messiah. Someone powerful
who would challenge the corrupt authorities of their day, who would take over
government, who would liberate them, provide justice, and restore their nation to glory.

But there was a problem—Jesus was not that person. Jesus did not come in power and
glory, to force the people to his will. Jesus was not that kind of king. So, what kind of
king was He?

Professor Cynthia Kittredge, Dean and President of the Seminary of the Southwest
points out in her works that Jesus was a king in the Davidic tradition. These kings,
anointed, chosen, called, were supposed to perform three key functions.
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First, the ideal Davidic king, a Messiah, was to be a protector of the weak, someone
who looked out for the poor, who cared for widows and orphans, who insured that all
members of community were protected.

Looking at Jesus’ ministry, he dedicated so much of his time and energy to taking care
of the poor, the sick, the needy. He healed the sick, he gave sight to the blind. He spoke
to those cast out from society. Jesus was a protector of the weak.

The second attribute of an ideal Davidic king was to bring justice. Once again, a quick
look at Jesus’ ministry makes clear that he was all about justice. Turning over the tables
in the temple to stop merchants from cheating pilgrims. Telling the pharisees that the
person who is without sin is the one who could cast the first stone at the adulterous
woman. Speaking with Canaanite and Samaritans. Jesus was an advocate for justice.

Finally, an ideal Davidic king brings people closer to God. Once again, a look at Jesus’
ministry is filled with examples of him calling people back into relationship with God and
with each other. In his own words, /| have not come to call the righteous but sinners to
repentance.? From the time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand.” Jesus worked unceasingly to bring us all closer to God. And for
this, we celebrate Christ as King.

On this in-gathering Sunday, we usually speak in terms of time, talent and treasure—
three elements of power, of influence, in our world, in our system. But I'm going to
suggest we spend a few moments moving away from our traditional views of power, of
dominion, of stewardship. That we take a minute to look at how we use our assets, our
privilege, in terms of what Jesus taught us, in light of the how Jesus himself used his
power, of how Jesus chose to be a king.

What are we doing to protect the weak? The baskets of food we are distributing today.
Providing space and welcome for the unhoused in our facility. Are we doing enough?
What about healing ministries? Pastoral care? Community outreach? Can we do more?

What are we doing to bring justice? Advocating on behalf of the unhoused. Providing a
welcoming, inclusive space for all. Supporting immigrants and refugees. Are we doing
enough? What about our judicial system? Environmental justice”? Economic advocacy?
Can we do more?

And what are we doing to bring people closer to God? Coming to church on Sunday is a
good start—thank you! Morning prayer. Healing service. Spirituality meetings. Grief
sessions. Are we doing enough? Bible study? Prayer? Evangelism? Sharing our love of
God with others? Can we do more?

As we look forward to our activities over the next year, as we gather in our pledges of
time, talent and treasure, as we consider how we engage with each other and our
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community into the future, what kind of people will we be? Will we use our assets for

worldly advantage, for our own comfort, or will we follow the leadership of Christ the
King?

Let’s protect the poor. Let’s bring justice. Let’'s draw closer to God. Amen.



