
The Holy Eucharist, The Season of Lent, February 25, 2024 

I’d like to begin with a piece entitled A Poem for Next Benedict by David Gates: 

If God created the night and the day, and the dawn, of course, and the dusk, and the 
tangerine rose pink of sunset and the infant bright of morning, and the deep amethyst of 
twilight, then to perceive the world in binary is to forego knowledge of the divine. Amen. 

Our text from Romans states: “For the promise that he [Abraham] would inherit the 
world, did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through the law, but through the 
righteousness of faith.” 

That promise of God—a bright, technicolor world filled with beauty and love—comes not 
through law, but through the righteousness of faith. 

"Righteousness of faith." These are classic church words. But what do they really 
mean? 

Righteousness often appears alongside justice. It evokes legal standards, childhood 
lectures about proper conduct, the “right” way versus the “wrong” way. It feels very 
binary. Very judgmental. And very much like law. 

But that doesn’t seem to be what Paul had in mind. 

There’s another way to understand righteousness—not as a behavioral standard, but as 
a relational one. The Rev. Jennifer Vha Pietz defines righteousness as “acts that restore 
broken relationships.” 

Think about that: actions that repair broken relationships—with God, within ourselves, 
and with others. 

Today’s world is filled with broken relationships. As we mark the second year of war in 
Ukraine, we witness conflict and imminent death in Ukraine, the Middle East, Sudan, 
China, Somalia, Haiti—and more. Nation-state conflict born of broken relationships has 
disastrous consequences. 

Within our own country, political, ideological, and cultural divisions lead to 
discrimination, mistreatment of ethnic and LGBTQIA+ communities, and even death—
such as the tragic loss of Nex Benedict. These too are consequences of broken 
relationships. 

We see conflict in our churches: disagreements over how we spend money, whether to 
stand with marginalized groups, whether to fly a pride flag or include land 
acknowledgments. All signs of division, and brokenness. 



And we see it within ourselves. We face an epidemic of depression, anxiety, isolation, 
suicide, domestic violence, and addiction. Some days, people aren’t just angry with 
each other—they’re angry with themselves. 

So how do we return to right relationship? How do we receive God’s promise? How do 
we heal? 

According to Paul, righteousness comes through faith. 

But what is faith? 

Too often, faith is wrongly defined as unquestioning belief—a blind trust, a refusal to 
think critically or ask hard questions. As a child, I was told not to question God, the 
Bible, Sunday School teachings—or sermons. If I had questions, I lacked faith. That 
mindset was damaging. It harmed my relationship with God and with the Church. 

But the faith Paul describes isn’t blind or rigid. It brings us closer to God and to each 
other. Hebrews says, “Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of 
things not yet seen.” 

So how does that help us today? 

Does faith in God repair broken relationships? 

I turn to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. In his “I Have a Dream” speech, he said: 

“Let us not wallow in the valley of despair. I say to you today, my friends, even though 
we face the difficulties of today and tomorrow, I still have a dream… that one day every 
valley shall be exalted, every mountain and hill shall be made low… and the glory of the 
Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together.” 

He continues: 

“This is our hope. This is the faith. With this faith, we will be able to hew out of the 
mountain of despair a stone of hope. With this faith, we will be able to transform the 
jangling discords of our nation into a beautiful symphony of brotherhood… knowing that 
we will one day be free.” 

Dr. King shows us that faith is the energy that drives hope—the vision of a future not yet 
seen, but deeply believed in. A future of repaired relationships, harmony, and love. 

Faith is what helps us take the next step. On days when we’re overwhelmed by anger or 
dysfunction, faith gives us strength to move forward—to care, to heal, to feed, to love, 
and to restore what’s been broken. 



Yes, the world can seem gray and heavy, especially this time of year. The divisions can 
feel insurmountable. But as beloved children of God, we hold on to hope. We can see 
the beauty in our technicolor world. We can take steps—toward understanding, unity, 
and love. 

We have faith. 

Amen. 

 

 


