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Job 39:1-18; Psalm 121; Acts 4:32-35, 5:1-11; Luke 12:13-21

In the words of St. Francis, let us pray: Almighty, most high and supreme God,
Father, holy and just, Lord, King of heaven and earth, we give you thanks for yourself.
Of your own holy will you created all things spiritual and physical, made us in your own
image and likeness, and gave us a place in paradise, through your only Son, in the Holy
Spirit. Amen.’

Please be seated.

Our gospel last week included the parable of the rich man and Lazarus. As
Father Alfredo so eloquently outlined, Jesus was making a point about relationships,
about behaviors, about how we treat each other, about how we distribute, how we share
our riches, not about riches themselves. Apparently, the listeners needed some
reminding, because several other passages, including today’s texts speak to similar
themes.

In today’s gospel, Jesus is once again working with the public. The passage
begins with a request for Jesus to intervene in a dispute between two brothers, brothers
who are fighting over their inheritance, over things. If they are coming to Jesus, an
outside party, for resolution, clearly the relationship between the two brothers is already
broken.

Jesus responds with a warning, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of
greed; for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.”

Jesus follows up his warning with another parable, this time of a rich farmer who
had successful crops. So successful that his barns weren'’t big enough to hold all the
harvest. He asked himself, “What should | do?” And the answer he came up with was to
tear down his current barns and build bigger and better ones, to store all the extra
wealth for himself. Then, after all his hard work (or perhaps the hard work of those he
employed), he thought he deserved to benefit. His plans were to take a break, to relax,
to enjoy his wealth, to eat, drink and be merry. To live life to the fullest on all his riches.

But as so often happens, God had other plans. “You fool,” God said. “This very
night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will
they be? So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves, but are not rich
toward God.”

Once again, we have a message about selfishness, or self-centeredness, about
a lack of relationship. Who will benefit, who will inherit? It clearly won’t be the rich
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farmer—he’ll be dead! And | imagine it also won'’t be the fighting brother who posed the
original question.

Instead, with this parable Jesus is encouraging those who come to him, those
who follow him, not to focus on material things, not to buy in to the social and cultural
values around them, not to fall for the glitz and glitter of bigger and better, not to destroy
relationships over material wealth. But rather, to be rich toward God.

Just what does that mean, to be rich toward God?

Since today is also the celebration of the Feast of St. Francis, | decided to turn to
this thoughtful friar and deacon for inspiration. Maybe he can shed some light onto just
what “riches toward God” are, about how to live a Christ-filled life.

One particular teaching from St. Francis, found in his Rule of 1221, comes to
mind. There are several different translations, but the meaning remains clear. Francis
said, “Preach the gospel at all times. Use words when necessary.” Preach the gospel at
all times. Use words when necessary.?

Preach the gospel. Share the Good News. Even in times of anger and doubt and
difficulty, remain hopeful and share that hope with others.

And don'’t just say the words, do the deeds. We often see statues of St. Francis
in gardens, peacefully holding out his arms, with birds perched tranquilly on his head.
And yes, Francis had a great appreciation for the beauty, the wonder, the healing power
of nature. He loved animals, like those we will be blessing today.

But that is not all Francis did. He dedicated his life to caring for the sick, the poor,
the marginalized of his society. In his case, he cared for the lepers, those excluded from
communal life due to their iliness. His way of gathering riches toward God was to put
aside his own privilege, and to bath and dress the wounds of others.

| don’t think there is a single way of gathering riches toward God, rather, there
are many. We gather riches toward God when we feed the hungry, when we house the
homeless, when we welcome the stranger. We gather riches toward God when we love
our neighbors, even those who don’t love us. We gather riches toward God when we
pray for our elected officials, all of them, even those we think are seriously misguided.
We gather riches toward God when we enter into relationship with God, when we study
God’s word, when we sing God’s praises, when we pray. We gather riches toward God
when we reach out beyond ourselves, when we give of what we have, when we
embrace others. We gather riches toward God when we build, and nuture, relationships,
when we support others, when we love.

So, before we share in our common eucharistic meal, before we go out to bless
our beloved animal friends, | encourage each of us to take a moment to reflect on what
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riches the Holy Spirit is guiding us to gather this week. What actions we are being called
to take. How are we, each of us, going to share God’s love.

As we pause for reflection, to help us enter that sacred space of openness, I'd
like to share a Jewish prayer, from the Progressive Siddur. Let us pray:

For the expanding grandeur of Creation,
Worlds known and unknown,

Galaxies beyond galaxies,

Filling us with awe

And challenging our imaginations,

For this fragile planet earth,
Its times and tides,
Its sunsets and seasons,

For the joy of human life,
Its wonders and surprises,
In hopes and achievements,

For human community,

Our common past and future hope,

Our oneness transcending all separation,
Our capacity to work for peace and justice
In the midst of hostility and oppression,

For high hopes and noble causes,
For faith without fanaticism,
For understanding of views not shared,

For all who have labored
And suffered for a fairer world,
Who have lived so that others might live in dignity and freedom,

For human liberties and sacred rites,
For opportunities to change and grow
To affirm and choose,

We pray that we may live
Not by our fears but by our hopes,
Not by our words but by our deeds.

Amen.3
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